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At the beginning of the year, I 
announced that I anticipated being 
appointed as a minority chair 
of a House standing committee. 
Appointments are made based 
on seniority, and it was indeed 
astounding that after 5 terms I 
had achieved that seniority. By 
comparison, my predecessor served 
for 18 years and did not achieve that 
seniority. 

My appointment was to the Children 
and Youth Committee, a committee I 
had the opportunity to serve on from 
2015 to 2018.

As minority chair, I have established 
a good working relationship with 
the majority chair and offer input 
regularly to the topics that I believe 
the committee should address.  

Those topics have included: Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs), a 
review of the mental health resources 
available in the child welfare system, 
and refining the definition of child 
abuse. 

ACEs have a tremendous impact on 
future violence victimization and 
perpetration, and lifelong health and 
opportunity. ACEs are potentially 
traumatic events that occur in 
childhood between birth and 17 
years of age. Our policy should 
ideally consider the benefits of 
trauma informed care and we should 
not be supporting policy that can 
exacerbate ACEs. I believe it would 
be interesting to have Children and 
Youth committee members take the 

ACEs quiz and indeed, it would be an 
enlightening experience for the entire 
House to take this quiz.

As a result of my recommendation, 
the committee scheduled an 
informational hearing in early 
December on this topic.

Another recommendation I offered 
was to hold an informational session 
on children in the child welfare 
system and the mental health 
resources available to them. The 
informational session that took place 
on August 25 focused on the broader 
topic of mental health services 
and the public school system. This 
meeting was a joint event between 
the Education and Children and 
Youth committees and focused on 
the mental health needs of public 
school students, how schools identify 
and assist a student with mental 
health needs, and how those services 
are funded. An additional focus 
addressed where schools have seen 
success in meeting students’ mental 
health needs and on the barriers and 
challenges that remain. 

During my first 11 months as 
minority chair, I have ensured that 
stakeholders have consistently 
been included in discussions about 
legislation that is considered by the 
committee. Over the years, on a 
variety of committees, I have seen 
stakeholders not contacted timely or 
in some instances at all. Stakeholders 
represent many varied interests and 
are often highly nuanced pertaining 

to the impact of the policy under 
discussion. 

I have also had the opportunity to 
negotiate substantive amendments 
to the legislation voted on by the 
committee. My time and efforts 
to build working relationships 
and friendships ‘across the aisle’ 
support my efforts to amend and 
enhance legislation. Very few bills 
prime sponsored by Democrats are 
considered for votes, therefore the 
amendment process is crucial. 

As minority chair, I produce a 
monthly e-newsletter, informing 
House members and stakeholders 
about the work of the committee. 
Past issues of this well-received 
e-newsletter can be viewed at 
RepDeLissio.com/NewsCenter.

Speaking during a Children and 
Youth Committee voting meeting 
on HR119, HB 159, and HB1737.

How My District Office Can Help You
My great office staff is prepared to help you with state Department 
of Human Services programs such as SNAP, Medical Assistance, and 
LIHEAP, as well as Unemployment Compensation concerns, birth and 
death certificates, voter registration, unclaimed property, PennDOT forms 
and applications for things such as handicap placards and driver and 
non-driver licenses, Property Tax/Rent Rebate filings, most consumer 
complaints, and many other state-related issues.

My district office is open Monday through 
Friday, 9 am – 5 pm. Staff will meet with 
constituents by appointment. Call 215-482-
8726 to schedule an appointment. If you are 
dropping off or picking up paperwork, an 
appointment is not necessary. You must be 
wearing a mask for any constituent service. 

Upcoming Town  
Hall Dates

Saturday, January 22nd @10 a.m. 

Tuesday, February 22nd @ 7p.m.

Wednesday, March 16th @ 7p.m. 

The meetings will be held over Zoom 
and Facebook Live. To participate 

through Zoom, email RepDeLissio@
pahouse.net of your interest and 
a registration link will be sent to 

you. Once registered, Zoom login 
information will be sent.  

State Grants Awarded to Organizations in the 194th
There are a myriad of state grant programs, and I always encourage organizations in the district to advise my office 
when they are applying for funding. I take the time to understand the project in detail and to write a support letter that 
reflects that understanding and my familiarity with the organization.

Friends of Gorgas Park: Awarded a Greenways, 
Trails, Recreation program grant of $101,000 for 
Gorgas Park streetscape safety improvements. 
Plans include replacement of sidewalks, widening 
of a parking lane and safety enhancements at the 
Ridge Avenue and Acorn Street pedestrian crossing. 

Schuylkill Center for Environmental 
Education: Awarded a Greenways, Trails, 
Recreation program grant of $74,570 to renovate 
and expand the Tall Trees Nature Playscape to 
encourage interactive play for families. The plans 
include slides, forts, water play and climbing 
elements created from natural materials. 

Manayunk Development Corp.: Awarded a 
Greenways, Trails, Recreation program grant of 
$125,000 for improvements to the Manayunk 
Towpath, including seating, plantings, signage, 
fencing, wood railings and site paving. 

Friends of Laurel Hill and West Laurel Hill Cemeteries: 
Awarded $25,000 Keystone Historic Preservation Grant for 
a study of the receiving vault complex at West Laurel Hill 
Cemetery. 

Lower Merion Township was awarded $200,000 from 
the Multimodal Transportation Fund for a streetscape 
improvement project along East Levering Mill Road. The 
project includes pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements 
on East Levering Mill Road between Conshohocken State 
Road and Belmont Avenue. The project helps complete the 
connection between the Cynwyd Heritage Trail, Belmont 
Avenue commercial area and the Cynwyd Elementary and 
Bala Cynwyd Middle schools. 

East Falls Development Corporation was awarded $40,000 
in Greenways, Trails and Recreation funds for a traffic and 
mobility study along the Schuylkill River Trail, with a goal 
of helping to safely connect residents and visitors to the 
Schuylkill River Trail and the River Landing public greenspace.

Is Our Contract With Each Other Null and Void?  
Social contract theory says that people live together 
in society in accordance with an agreement that 
establishes moral and political rules of behavior.

What I have witnessed for a while now is a 
breakdown of this contract by many of our friends 
and neighbors, and I am curious as to how we can 
agree to reinstate this agreement.

It is particularly evident on our roads and highways. 
Motorists disobey traffic signals and stop signs, 
unauthorized use of the shoulder as a travel lane, 
and speeding have become every hour of everyday 
occurrences. 

In a recent conversation with PennDOT 
representatives, it became evident that litter, short 
dumping, and graffiti is consuming much of our 
financial resources that should be used to keep our 
highways and byways in good repair.

We need to ensure that all citizens see the benefit 
of following the rules. We need to ensure that those 
rules are indeed equitable and fair, and that policy 

is developed and implemented through a lens of 
diversity and inclusion. 

Perhaps we find ourselves in our current state of 
disarray due to the modeling of grossly inappropriate 
behavior by the former highest office holder in the 
land, further complicated by a disastrous pandemic 
that, in addition to the health and economic 
devastation visited upon us, highlighted the lack of 
ubiquitous diversity and inclusion in the policies that 
govern us at the federal, state, and local levels of 
government.

I am an optimist. Giving up or quitting is not part of 
my DNA. On my nightstand are two books – ‘The 
Audacity of Hope’ by Barack Obama and ‘The Tipping 
Point’ by Malcolm Gladwell. It is important to give 
every citizen, younger and older, a sense of hope, and 
for those same citizens to know that the smallest of 
actions can create a change that can positively impact 
all of society. Perhaps when more of us feel hopeful 
and understand that our actions can create positive 
change, our social contract will be fully restored. 

Stay Informed  
Sign up and ‘opt in’ to continuously receive my emails, which I send regularly for news and upcoming events in 

the district, legislative topics important to you, and other state government-related information.  
Visit RepDeLissio.com and scroll to the bottom of the page to sign up. 
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Serving on the Board of the Children’s Trust Fund 

Oh, Henry! 
Henry Avenue! Poor Henry. We 
disparage his name on many, 
many days and not because it is 
anything ‘he’ has done but due to 
those who traverse the street so 
named and do so at irresponsible 
rates of speed while making 
questionable decisions by driving 
aggressively through a residential 
neighborhood.  It is, after all, 
Henry Avenue and not Henry 
Highway.  

Mayor Alexander Henry would 
probably be surprised at how 
often his name is invoked and 
especially related to the matter 
of speeding. In the time he 
was mayor, from 1867 to 1888, 
speeding cars were not a problem 
with which he had to contend.  

My amendment to HB606, a bill 
regarding the use of radar by local 
law enforcement, would expand 
the Roosevelt Boulevard speed 
camera pilot project to include 
speed cameras on Henry Avenue. 
The amendment passed in March, 
and the bill is still awaiting final 
passage in the House.

There may be opponents to speed 
cameras. Some citizens believe 
that this is nothing more than a 
revenue generating opportunity. In 
fact, this is a tool to help our local 
police protect our community.  

If the bill becomes law as currently 
drafted with my amendment, 
we will add two tools to 
discourage speeding – radar and 
speed cameras. Currently only 
state police can use radar in 
Pennsylvania and only Roosevelt 
Boulevard can use speed cameras.

Henry Avenue Safety Improvement Plan 
The Henry Avenue Safety Improvement Plan, which is a federally funded 
initiative of PennDOT initiated in 2012, evaluated traffic on Henry Avenue 
between Port Royal Avenue and Abbottsford Avenue.

The study had significant community input over a 5-year period. Due to the 
level of community involvement, the plan was divided in two segments: SIP 
runs from Port Royal Avenue to the Wissahickon Creek Bridge, and SI2 is from 
the bridge to Abbottsford Avenue.

Citizen input has been a crucial part of the process.

Construction of the Henry Avenue SIP project is in progress and on schedule. 
This segment will implement traffic calming measures designed to encourage 
decreased speed, redesign the highway infrastructure, improve mobility for 
pedestrians and bicyclists, and upgrade traffic signals.

As of November 2021, the Henry Avenue SI2 project (East Falls portion) was 
awarded with work anticipated to begin in early December. This portion of 
the project was delayed because the scope of work for this segment increased, 
and additional funding needed to be secured.  

During construction and beyond, I implore drivers to slow down and drive 
responsibly. 

A link to the full study can be found at www.pennDOT.gov. Search Henry 
Avenue Safety Improvement Plan.

As adults, we have no greater responsibility than 
keeping children safe. I was honored to be appointed by 
House Speaker Bryan Cutler to serve on the Children’s 
Trust Fund board for the 2021-22 legislative session to 
support community programs that protect kids and 
strengthen families. The mission of the Children’s Trust 
Fund is to prevent child abuse and neglect in Pennsylvania. 

I’ve long been committed to helping shape 
policies that are in the best interests of our 
citizens and our children are indeed cherished 
citizens. We have a collective responsibility to 
ensure that all children in the commonwealth 
thrive and have every opportunity to grow up 
in a safe and nurturing environment. 

Challenges seem to be everywhere at the local, state and 
federal levels of government, so you would be forgiven 
if the issue of redistricting and gerrymandering was far 
down on your list of priorities. But it should not be. In 
fact, it plays a significant role in how your state legislature 
and U.S. representatives handle governing.   

On too many session days, and in too many committee 
meetings, it is about winning. Too many times, I have 
seen a bill bottled up, not because there are insufficient 
votes to pass the bill out of committee, but because the 
majority of votes needed to pass the bill must come 
from the majority party. Whipped votes (a pre-count of 
how members will vote) do not include minority party 
members. 

Gerrymandering (the manipulation of a district boundary 
to benefit a political party, not citizens) has greatly 
contributed to this polarization, gridlock, and the skewed 
outcomes of the legislative process. What is the remedy?

2021 is a redistricting year and this important and 
impactful event is underway in PA. 

Efforts to establish an Independent Redistricting 
Commission have failed, despite concerted efforts over the 
past decade, and as the chart demonstrates, redistricting 
reform is a topic that has been a priority of mine.

Per our state constitution, districts are to be compact, 
contiguous and keep communities whole. 

Current PA law puts state legislators in charge of 
redistricting; think fox guarding the henhouse. 

Allowing legislators to draw their own districts is, in my 
opinion, a conflict of interest.   

Legislators work behind the scenes with no oversight or 
standards for fairness. 

They use mapping technology and big data to profile 

voters and use that information to pick exactly who they 
want in or out of a legislative district, and they can and 
have drawn boundaries that can maximize their influence, 
minimize their accountability, and keep their seats in 
office safe. 

The result of the process we currently have is 
gerrymandering. Impacts of gerrymandering include: races 
that are less competitive, leading to elected officials 
who can be less accountable, and the election of those 
candidates who tend to be ideologically extreme. This is 
not a recipe for good governing. 

As we await the preliminary redistricting maps, I am 
encouraged since the chair of the Reapportionment 
Commission is an individual (and a non-legislator) who 
appears committed to do what’s best for the citizens and 
not current office holders or political parties. 

For current information on this unfolding process, please 
visit www.redistricting.state.pa.us/commission.

For a pictorial view of gerrymandered districts, I have an 
album on my Facebook page: @RepDeLissio

Citizens’ Vigilance is Producing Encouraging 
Results for Redistricting

Advocates from the 194th for Fair Districts PA on 
swearing-in day, January 2019: Governor Wolf, Sara 
Stroman, Carol Kuniholm Chair Fair Districts PA, 
Representative DeLissio, Justin DeLoatch, First Lady 
Frances Wolf.

My free shred 
events are a great 
way to dispose 
of confidential 
materials and 
continue to be very 
popular events for 
the constituents of 
the 194th. Spring 
shred event dates 
and details are 
in the making!  
Check my website 
for information. 

This is not your typical Senior Expo! This 
year’s event was held on September 30th. 
Goats from the Philly Goat Project attended, 
demonstrating their dynamic & delightful 
capacities in building community.  Each 
year constituents are introduced to 
organizations providing lifelong learning 
and volunteer opportunities, and 
interesting ways to stay or become engaged 
with the community in which we live, work 
and play.  Staying connected and engaged 
in activities enhances productivity and 
enriches lives, no matter what one’s age.  

Flu shots and other free health  
care screenings by the 
Roxborough  
Memorial Hospital School of 
Nursing students at my Senior 
Expo each year.

The Best Way to Make 
Sure More (and Better) 
Bills Become Law 
On average, 3,800 bills are introduced in the 
Pennsylvania House and Senate every two 
years. Typically, less than 8% of these bills 
make it to a governor’s desk for consideration. 
At the end of the two-year session, all bills that 
have been introduced and did not become law 
‘die’ and can be reintroduced the following 
session. I am continuously amazed at the 
volume of good legislation that is introduced 
each session but never becomes law.

Bills such as:

• The PA Fairness Act offering 
protection from being fired if you 
are gay.

• Bills that would permit 16- and 
17-year-olds to register to vote 
when applying for their driver’s 
license (and, of course, not 
voting until 18). 

• Bills that would reform our 
redistricting process so that 
elected officials are not choosing 
their voters. 

• Fair funding bills that would 
ensure basic public education is 
funded 100% equitably. 

• Campaign finance reform 
legislation that would place limits 
on the amount of campaign 
contributions to candidates 
running for state office. 

Currently there is a commitment that 
several of my colleagues and I have 
made to change how the process 
works in the House. 

A group of 16 House members 
(8 Democrats and 8 Republicans) 
convened a year ago, and I am a 
member of this bipartisan effort, the 
Pennsylvania One Caucus, to foster 
reform. 

We tend to meet in the evening 
and on weekends which I believe 
indicates our sincere commitment to 
changing the culture in Harrisburg. 
We generally seek no press, having 
held a single press conference in 
April of this year. We just do the hard 

work of convincing our leadership 
(both Democratic and Republican) 
that serious change is needed, and 
then propose said changes.  

We first proposed institutional 
changes, and are currently working 
on House rules changes, to be 
followed by legislative initiatives in 
line with our stated goals.

The institutional changes we 
proposed will help the chamber 
to operate more efficiently and 
conserve taxpayer resources. Of 
the 6 changes we proposed, 3 
have recently been adopted by the 
Bipartisan Management Committee 
(BPMC), which is the committee 
responsible for how the chamber 
operates. 

These changes include combining 
messenger services, print shop 
services and a centralized system for 
purchasing of goods and services, 
including district offices.  Currently, 
district offices must negotiate 
individually for the goods and 
services that they need to operate. 
Currently, these services are operated 
by each Caucus.

These changes are not simple to 
undertake, and we appreciate that 
the committee will start with a study 
on the best way to proceed with our 
proposed initiatives.

Reforming our House rules on 
how legislation moves through 
committees and to the floor will go a 
long way in ensuring more bills are 
considered. The House rules were 
last reformed in 2007 and before that 

in the early 1990’s. Many of the  
reforms put in place in 2007 have 
been eroded. 

After rules reform, we will move onto 
identifying and supporting legislation 
in a bipartisan manner, modeling 
what we hope is more productive 
behavior for the greater good of our 
citizens.  

We will always have ideologically 
extreme members of the House, from 
both the left and right; however, at 
the end of the day, it is imperative to 
be willing to compromise. 

History demonstrates that finding 
the middle ground is the ideal 
place to govern from and as I 
continue to advocate for these 
foundational changes, I am proud 
to have developed strong working 
relationships that will benefit all 
citizens.  

Mail in voting is a safe and 
secure and convenient way to 
vote.  For more information 
and to apply for your Mail-In 
Ballot contact my office or go 
to: Vote.pa.gov
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extreme members of the House, from 
both the left and right; however, at 
the end of the day, it is imperative to 
be willing to compromise. 

History demonstrates that finding 
the middle ground is the ideal 
place to govern from and as I 
continue to advocate for these 
foundational changes, I am proud 
to have developed strong working 
relationships that will benefit all 
citizens.  

Mail in voting is a safe and 
secure and convenient way to 
vote.  For more information 
and to apply for your Mail-In 
Ballot contact my office or go 
to: Vote.pa.gov



Serving on the Board of the Children’s Trust Fund 

Oh, Henry! 
Henry Avenue! Poor Henry. We 
disparage his name on many, 
many days and not because it is 
anything ‘he’ has done but due to 
those who traverse the street so 
named and do so at irresponsible 
rates of speed while making 
questionable decisions by driving 
aggressively through a residential 
neighborhood.  It is, after all, 
Henry Avenue and not Henry 
Highway.  

Mayor Alexander Henry would 
probably be surprised at how 
often his name is invoked and 
especially related to the matter 
of speeding. In the time he 
was mayor, from 1867 to 1888, 
speeding cars were not a problem 
with which he had to contend.  

My amendment to HB606, a bill 
regarding the use of radar by local 
law enforcement, would expand 
the Roosevelt Boulevard speed 
camera pilot project to include 
speed cameras on Henry Avenue. 
The amendment passed in March, 
and the bill is still awaiting final 
passage in the House.

There may be opponents to speed 
cameras. Some citizens believe 
that this is nothing more than a 
revenue generating opportunity. In 
fact, this is a tool to help our local 
police protect our community.  

If the bill becomes law as currently 
drafted with my amendment, 
we will add two tools to 
discourage speeding – radar and 
speed cameras. Currently only 
state police can use radar in 
Pennsylvania and only Roosevelt 
Boulevard can use speed cameras.

Henry Avenue Safety Improvement Plan 
The Henry Avenue Safety Improvement Plan, which is a federally funded 
initiative of PennDOT initiated in 2012, evaluated traffic on Henry Avenue 
between Port Royal Avenue and Abbottsford Avenue.

The study had significant community input over a 5-year period. Due to the 
level of community involvement, the plan was divided in two segments: SIP 
runs from Port Royal Avenue to the Wissahickon Creek Bridge, and SI2 is from 
the bridge to Abbottsford Avenue.

Citizen input has been a crucial part of the process.

Construction of the Henry Avenue SIP project is in progress and on schedule. 
This segment will implement traffic calming measures designed to encourage 
decreased speed, redesign the highway infrastructure, improve mobility for 
pedestrians and bicyclists, and upgrade traffic signals.

As of November 2021, the Henry Avenue SI2 project (East Falls portion) was 
awarded with work anticipated to begin in early December. This portion of 
the project was delayed because the scope of work for this segment increased, 
and additional funding needed to be secured.  

During construction and beyond, I implore drivers to slow down and drive 
responsibly. 

A link to the full study can be found at www.pennDOT.gov. Search Henry 
Avenue Safety Improvement Plan.

As adults, we have no greater responsibility than 
keeping children safe. I was honored to be appointed by 
House Speaker Bryan Cutler to serve on the Children’s 
Trust Fund board for the 2021-22 legislative session to 
support community programs that protect kids and 
strengthen families. The mission of the Children’s Trust 
Fund is to prevent child abuse and neglect in Pennsylvania. 

I’ve long been committed to helping shape 
policies that are in the best interests of our 
citizens and our children are indeed cherished 
citizens. We have a collective responsibility to 
ensure that all children in the commonwealth 
thrive and have every opportunity to grow up 
in a safe and nurturing environment. 

Challenges seem to be everywhere at the local, state and 
federal levels of government, so you would be forgiven 
if the issue of redistricting and gerrymandering was far 
down on your list of priorities. But it should not be. In 
fact, it plays a significant role in how your state legislature 
and U.S. representatives handle governing.   

On too many session days, and in too many committee 
meetings, it is about winning. Too many times, I have 
seen a bill bottled up, not because there are insufficient 
votes to pass the bill out of committee, but because the 
majority of votes needed to pass the bill must come 
from the majority party. Whipped votes (a pre-count of 
how members will vote) do not include minority party 
members. 

Gerrymandering (the manipulation of a district boundary 
to benefit a political party, not citizens) has greatly 
contributed to this polarization, gridlock, and the skewed 
outcomes of the legislative process. What is the remedy?

2021 is a redistricting year and this important and 
impactful event is underway in PA. 

Efforts to establish an Independent Redistricting 
Commission have failed, despite concerted efforts over the 
past decade, and as the chart demonstrates, redistricting 
reform is a topic that has been a priority of mine.

Per our state constitution, districts are to be compact, 
contiguous and keep communities whole. 

Current PA law puts state legislators in charge of 
redistricting; think fox guarding the henhouse. 

Allowing legislators to draw their own districts is, in my 
opinion, a conflict of interest.   

Legislators work behind the scenes with no oversight or 
standards for fairness. 

They use mapping technology and big data to profile 

voters and use that information to pick exactly who they 
want in or out of a legislative district, and they can and 
have drawn boundaries that can maximize their influence, 
minimize their accountability, and keep their seats in 
office safe. 

The result of the process we currently have is 
gerrymandering. Impacts of gerrymandering include: races 
that are less competitive, leading to elected officials 
who can be less accountable, and the election of those 
candidates who tend to be ideologically extreme. This is 
not a recipe for good governing. 

As we await the preliminary redistricting maps, I am 
encouraged since the chair of the Reapportionment 
Commission is an individual (and a non-legislator) who 
appears committed to do what’s best for the citizens and 
not current office holders or political parties. 

For current information on this unfolding process, please 
visit www.redistricting.state.pa.us/commission.

For a pictorial view of gerrymandered districts, I have an 
album on my Facebook page: @RepDeLissio

Citizens’ Vigilance is Producing Encouraging 
Results for Redistricting

Advocates from the 194th for Fair Districts PA on 
swearing-in day, January 2019: Governor Wolf, Sara 
Stroman, Carol Kuniholm Chair Fair Districts PA, 
Representative DeLissio, Justin DeLoatch, First Lady 
Frances Wolf.

My free shred 
events are a great 
way to dispose 
of confidential 
materials and 
continue to be very 
popular events for 
the constituents of 
the 194th. Spring 
shred event dates 
and details are 
in the making!  
Check my website 
for information. 

This is not your typical Senior Expo! This 
year’s event was held on September 30th. 
Goats from the Philly Goat Project attended, 
demonstrating their dynamic & delightful 
capacities in building community.  Each 
year constituents are introduced to 
organizations providing lifelong learning 
and volunteer opportunities, and 
interesting ways to stay or become engaged 
with the community in which we live, work 
and play.  Staying connected and engaged 
in activities enhances productivity and 
enriches lives, no matter what one’s age.  

Flu shots and other free health  
care screenings by the 
Roxborough  
Memorial Hospital School of 
Nursing students at my Senior 
Expo each year.

The Best Way to Make 
Sure More (and Better) 
Bills Become Law 
On average, 3,800 bills are introduced in the 
Pennsylvania House and Senate every two 
years. Typically, less than 8% of these bills 
make it to a governor’s desk for consideration. 
At the end of the two-year session, all bills that 
have been introduced and did not become law 
‘die’ and can be reintroduced the following 
session. I am continuously amazed at the 
volume of good legislation that is introduced 
each session but never becomes law.

Bills such as:

• The PA Fairness Act offering 
protection from being fired if you 
are gay.

• Bills that would permit 16- and 
17-year-olds to register to vote 
when applying for their driver’s 
license (and, of course, not 
voting until 18). 

• Bills that would reform our 
redistricting process so that 
elected officials are not choosing 
their voters. 

• Fair funding bills that would 
ensure basic public education is 
funded 100% equitably. 

• Campaign finance reform 
legislation that would place limits 
on the amount of campaign 
contributions to candidates 
running for state office. 

Currently there is a commitment that 
several of my colleagues and I have 
made to change how the process 
works in the House. 

A group of 16 House members 
(8 Democrats and 8 Republicans) 
convened a year ago, and I am a 
member of this bipartisan effort, the 
Pennsylvania One Caucus, to foster 
reform. 

We tend to meet in the evening 
and on weekends which I believe 
indicates our sincere commitment to 
changing the culture in Harrisburg. 
We generally seek no press, having 
held a single press conference in 
April of this year. We just do the hard 

work of convincing our leadership 
(both Democratic and Republican) 
that serious change is needed, and 
then propose said changes.  

We first proposed institutional 
changes, and are currently working 
on House rules changes, to be 
followed by legislative initiatives in 
line with our stated goals.

The institutional changes we 
proposed will help the chamber 
to operate more efficiently and 
conserve taxpayer resources. Of 
the 6 changes we proposed, 3 
have recently been adopted by the 
Bipartisan Management Committee 
(BPMC), which is the committee 
responsible for how the chamber 
operates. 

These changes include combining 
messenger services, print shop 
services and a centralized system for 
purchasing of goods and services, 
including district offices.  Currently, 
district offices must negotiate 
individually for the goods and 
services that they need to operate. 
Currently, these services are operated 
by each Caucus.

These changes are not simple to 
undertake, and we appreciate that 
the committee will start with a study 
on the best way to proceed with our 
proposed initiatives.

Reforming our House rules on 
how legislation moves through 
committees and to the floor will go a 
long way in ensuring more bills are 
considered. The House rules were 
last reformed in 2007 and before that 

in the early 1990’s. Many of the  
reforms put in place in 2007 have 
been eroded. 

After rules reform, we will move onto 
identifying and supporting legislation 
in a bipartisan manner, modeling 
what we hope is more productive 
behavior for the greater good of our 
citizens.  

We will always have ideologically 
extreme members of the House, from 
both the left and right; however, at 
the end of the day, it is imperative to 
be willing to compromise. 

History demonstrates that finding 
the middle ground is the ideal 
place to govern from and as I 
continue to advocate for these 
foundational changes, I am proud 
to have developed strong working 
relationships that will benefit all 
citizens.  

Mail in voting is a safe and 
secure and convenient way to 
vote.  For more information 
and to apply for your Mail-In 
Ballot contact my office or go 
to: Vote.pa.gov
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At the beginning of the year, I 
announced that I anticipated being 
appointed as a minority chair 
of a House standing committee. 
Appointments are made based 
on seniority, and it was indeed 
astounding that after 5 terms I 
had achieved that seniority. By 
comparison, my predecessor served 
for 18 years and did not achieve that 
seniority. 

My appointment was to the Children 
and Youth Committee, a committee I 
had the opportunity to serve on from 
2015 to 2018.

As minority chair, I have established 
a good working relationship with 
the majority chair and offer input 
regularly to the topics that I believe 
the committee should address.  

Those topics have included: Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs), a 
review of the mental health resources 
available in the child welfare system, 
and refining the definition of child 
abuse. 

ACEs have a tremendous impact on 
future violence victimization and 
perpetration, and lifelong health and 
opportunity. ACEs are potentially 
traumatic events that occur in 
childhood between birth and 17 
years of age. Our policy should 
ideally consider the benefits of 
trauma informed care and we should 
not be supporting policy that can 
exacerbate ACEs. I believe it would 
be interesting to have Children and 
Youth committee members take the 

ACEs quiz and indeed, it would be an 
enlightening experience for the entire 
House to take this quiz.

As a result of my recommendation, 
the committee scheduled an 
informational hearing in early 
December on this topic.

Another recommendation I offered 
was to hold an informational session 
on children in the child welfare 
system and the mental health 
resources available to them. The 
informational session that took place 
on August 25 focused on the broader 
topic of mental health services 
and the public school system. This 
meeting was a joint event between 
the Education and Children and 
Youth committees and focused on 
the mental health needs of public 
school students, how schools identify 
and assist a student with mental 
health needs, and how those services 
are funded. An additional focus 
addressed where schools have seen 
success in meeting students’ mental 
health needs and on the barriers and 
challenges that remain. 

During my first 11 months as 
minority chair, I have ensured that 
stakeholders have consistently 
been included in discussions about 
legislation that is considered by the 
committee. Over the years, on a 
variety of committees, I have seen 
stakeholders not contacted timely or 
in some instances at all. Stakeholders 
represent many varied interests and 
are often highly nuanced pertaining 

to the impact of the policy under 
discussion. 

I have also had the opportunity to 
negotiate substantive amendments 
to the legislation voted on by the 
committee. My time and efforts 
to build working relationships 
and friendships ‘across the aisle’ 
support my efforts to amend and 
enhance legislation. Very few bills 
prime sponsored by Democrats are 
considered for votes, therefore the 
amendment process is crucial. 

As minority chair, I produce a 
monthly e-newsletter, informing 
House members and stakeholders 
about the work of the committee. 
Past issues of this well-received 
e-newsletter can be viewed at 
RepDeLissio.com/NewsCenter.

Speaking during a Children and 
Youth Committee voting meeting 
on HR119, HB 159, and HB1737.

How My District Office Can Help You
My great office staff is prepared to help you with state Department 
of Human Services programs such as SNAP, Medical Assistance, and 
LIHEAP, as well as Unemployment Compensation concerns, birth and 
death certificates, voter registration, unclaimed property, PennDOT forms 
and applications for things such as handicap placards and driver and 
non-driver licenses, Property Tax/Rent Rebate filings, most consumer 
complaints, and many other state-related issues.

My district office is open Monday through 
Friday, 9 am – 5 pm. Staff will meet with 
constituents by appointment. Call 215-482-
8726 to schedule an appointment. If you are 
dropping off or picking up paperwork, an 
appointment is not necessary. You must be 
wearing a mask for any constituent service. 

Upcoming Town  
Hall Dates

Saturday, January 22nd @10 a.m. 

Tuesday, February 22nd @ 7p.m.

Wednesday, March 16th @ 7p.m. 

The meetings will be held over Zoom 
and Facebook Live. To participate 

through Zoom, email RepDeLissio@
pahouse.net of your interest and 
a registration link will be sent to 

you. Once registered, Zoom login 
information will be sent.  

State Grants Awarded to Organizations in the 194th
There are a myriad of state grant programs, and I always encourage organizations in the district to advise my office 
when they are applying for funding. I take the time to understand the project in detail and to write a support letter that 
reflects that understanding and my familiarity with the organization.

Friends of Gorgas Park: Awarded a Greenways, 
Trails, Recreation program grant of $101,000 for 
Gorgas Park streetscape safety improvements. 
Plans include replacement of sidewalks, widening 
of a parking lane and safety enhancements at the 
Ridge Avenue and Acorn Street pedestrian crossing. 

Schuylkill Center for Environmental 
Education: Awarded a Greenways, Trails, 
Recreation program grant of $74,570 to renovate 
and expand the Tall Trees Nature Playscape to 
encourage interactive play for families. The plans 
include slides, forts, water play and climbing 
elements created from natural materials. 

Manayunk Development Corp.: Awarded a 
Greenways, Trails, Recreation program grant of 
$125,000 for improvements to the Manayunk 
Towpath, including seating, plantings, signage, 
fencing, wood railings and site paving. 

Friends of Laurel Hill and West Laurel Hill Cemeteries: 
Awarded $25,000 Keystone Historic Preservation Grant for 
a study of the receiving vault complex at West Laurel Hill 
Cemetery. 

Lower Merion Township was awarded $200,000 from 
the Multimodal Transportation Fund for a streetscape 
improvement project along East Levering Mill Road. The 
project includes pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements 
on East Levering Mill Road between Conshohocken State 
Road and Belmont Avenue. The project helps complete the 
connection between the Cynwyd Heritage Trail, Belmont 
Avenue commercial area and the Cynwyd Elementary and 
Bala Cynwyd Middle schools. 

East Falls Development Corporation was awarded $40,000 
in Greenways, Trails and Recreation funds for a traffic and 
mobility study along the Schuylkill River Trail, with a goal 
of helping to safely connect residents and visitors to the 
Schuylkill River Trail and the River Landing public greenspace.

Is Our Contract With Each Other Null and Void?  
Social contract theory says that people live together 
in society in accordance with an agreement that 
establishes moral and political rules of behavior.

What I have witnessed for a while now is a 
breakdown of this contract by many of our friends 
and neighbors, and I am curious as to how we can 
agree to reinstate this agreement.

It is particularly evident on our roads and highways. 
Motorists disobey traffic signals and stop signs, 
unauthorized use of the shoulder as a travel lane, 
and speeding have become every hour of everyday 
occurrences. 

In a recent conversation with PennDOT 
representatives, it became evident that litter, short 
dumping, and graffiti is consuming much of our 
financial resources that should be used to keep our 
highways and byways in good repair.

We need to ensure that all citizens see the benefit 
of following the rules. We need to ensure that those 
rules are indeed equitable and fair, and that policy 

is developed and implemented through a lens of 
diversity and inclusion. 

Perhaps we find ourselves in our current state of 
disarray due to the modeling of grossly inappropriate 
behavior by the former highest office holder in the 
land, further complicated by a disastrous pandemic 
that, in addition to the health and economic 
devastation visited upon us, highlighted the lack of 
ubiquitous diversity and inclusion in the policies that 
govern us at the federal, state, and local levels of 
government.

I am an optimist. Giving up or quitting is not part of 
my DNA. On my nightstand are two books – ‘The 
Audacity of Hope’ by Barack Obama and ‘The Tipping 
Point’ by Malcolm Gladwell. It is important to give 
every citizen, younger and older, a sense of hope, and 
for those same citizens to know that the smallest of 
actions can create a change that can positively impact 
all of society. Perhaps when more of us feel hopeful 
and understand that our actions can create positive 
change, our social contract will be fully restored. 

Stay Informed  
Sign up and ‘opt in’ to continuously receive my emails, which I send regularly for news and upcoming events in 

the district, legislative topics important to you, and other state government-related information.  
Visit RepDeLissio.com and scroll to the bottom of the page to sign up. 
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appointed as a minority chair 
of a House standing committee. 
Appointments are made based 
on seniority, and it was indeed 
astounding that after 5 terms I 
had achieved that seniority. By 
comparison, my predecessor served 
for 18 years and did not achieve that 
seniority. 

My appointment was to the Children 
and Youth Committee, a committee I 
had the opportunity to serve on from 
2015 to 2018.

As minority chair, I have established 
a good working relationship with 
the majority chair and offer input 
regularly to the topics that I believe 
the committee should address.  

Those topics have included: Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs), a 
review of the mental health resources 
available in the child welfare system, 
and refining the definition of child 
abuse. 

ACEs have a tremendous impact on 
future violence victimization and 
perpetration, and lifelong health and 
opportunity. ACEs are potentially 
traumatic events that occur in 
childhood between birth and 17 
years of age. Our policy should 
ideally consider the benefits of 
trauma informed care and we should 
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exacerbate ACEs. I believe it would 
be interesting to have Children and 
Youth committee members take the 
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enlightening experience for the entire 
House to take this quiz.
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informational hearing in early 
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and the public school system. This 
meeting was a joint event between 
the Education and Children and 
Youth committees and focused on 
the mental health needs of public 
school students, how schools identify 
and assist a student with mental 
health needs, and how those services 
are funded. An additional focus 
addressed where schools have seen 
success in meeting students’ mental 
health needs and on the barriers and 
challenges that remain. 

During my first 11 months as 
minority chair, I have ensured that 
stakeholders have consistently 
been included in discussions about 
legislation that is considered by the 
committee. Over the years, on a 
variety of committees, I have seen 
stakeholders not contacted timely or 
in some instances at all. Stakeholders 
represent many varied interests and 
are often highly nuanced pertaining 

to the impact of the policy under 
discussion. 

I have also had the opportunity to 
negotiate substantive amendments 
to the legislation voted on by the 
committee. My time and efforts 
to build working relationships 
and friendships ‘across the aisle’ 
support my efforts to amend and 
enhance legislation. Very few bills 
prime sponsored by Democrats are 
considered for votes, therefore the 
amendment process is crucial. 

As minority chair, I produce a 
monthly e-newsletter, informing 
House members and stakeholders 
about the work of the committee. 
Past issues of this well-received 
e-newsletter can be viewed at 
RepDeLissio.com/NewsCenter.

Speaking during a Children and 
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when they are applying for funding. I take the time to understand the project in detail and to write a support letter that 
reflects that understanding and my familiarity with the organization.
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